worlds, the platform he had left and the other he had missed.

"Let yourseli slide down the rope," urged Muscles. "Let
yourself go."

Perhaps the swiftness of events had momentarily seized up
Gelda's brain, for he began kicking wildly. Then it seemed to
come to him that the earth was beneath and by sliding down the
rope he could make contact with it. This he did, to his intense
satisfaction.

"He won't get me there again in a hurry," he muttered, ming-
ling with the Piggery. "Sod that for a game."

Snags, who had been manoeuvred into second place by his
scheming comrades, mounted the platform with even less alacrity
than Gelda.

"Come on. Snags. Get up it. I'm not asking you to jump from
Blackpool Tower. It's too easy."

It appeared that Snags did not believe him, for having gained
the summit of one platform he remained there staring blankly at
the other. It would be Martin's turn next. He fervently hoped
Snags would still be there at half-past nine.

"It's up to you, Snags," said Muscles, becoming emotional.
"You're letting the side down. You can do what Gelda can, I
know. Look at Gelda laughing at you."

It was an old trick, divide and conquer. Gelda grinned fool-
ishly. But Snags had temporarily lost his ambitiousness and did
not care how many sides he let down so long as he did not let
himself down on that rope.

"Come on! Jump for it!"

Something came over Snags which left him speechless, frozen
to the platform, with a lifeless look on his face. And he might still
have been there had not Fate intervened.

A streak of black shot from the wood straight at Muscles. It
was Smoky Joe, usually a quite affable little mongrel who roamed
about the camp at will eating out of the hand of any guardsman.
Indeed, he was a democratic dog and, whilst all guardsmen were
his friends, tolerated N.C.Os. and officers with only reasonable
contempt. But Muscles he detested; Muscles brought something
else out in him, and the feud between them had become notorious
and deadly.

P.T.   therefore   ended   somewhat   abruptly   with   Muscles
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